
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Some say there is a curse on them because they abandoned the land 
during the great hunger and are now destined to wander homeless. 
Some say they were forced to leave the land by Cromwell’s military 
campaign. Others say they are descended from nomadic tinsmiths and 
tradesmen. With no recorded history, their origins are a subject of 
much dispute. Whatever their history, the Travellers are not welcomed 
by the majority of Irish people. 
 
It was a warm summer morning and the parking lot of Sligo General 
Hospital was more crowded than usual. Security vehicles were 
stationed near the entrance. Guards were arranging and rearranging 
orange traffic cones. Barefoot children wandered among the cars as 
adults kept a watchful eye from the doorways of campers and RVs. 
The Traveller King was in ICU and as is their culture, the community 
had moved into the parking lot to be with him. Their vigil the previous 
night had included loud music, drinking, and using the shrubbery as a 
toilet. The security team was charged with their removal. 
 
When asked to leave, the Travellers had refused, accusing the security 
team of being pedophiles. The guards could have escalated this 
situation. They could have called in the police or government troops, 
and they would have had the support of many hospital visitors and 
staff who stood outside the main entrance muttering with disgust at 
the Traveller presence. There could have been a volatile confrontation. 
But there wasn’t. 
 
Instead, the security team worked to control the situation through 
guidance. A few Travellers did leave but most were persuaded to park 
closer together and in areas that lessened congestion. Traffic cones 
were moved to guide the constant flow of other visitor traffic while 
Travellers moved their vehicles. With humor, patience and 
understanding, the security team managed the frustrations of visitors 
and on-lookers. 
 
A potentially explosive situation was neutralized. There were no 
newspaper headlines. 
 
May protection be guidance.  
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May Protection Be Guidance 

Part of Irish society for 900 years, Travellers 

are an indigenous ethnic minority with their 

own language, customs, beliefs and 

traditions –  a culture distinguished from 

settled communities by their nomadic 

heritage. Many continue their life on the 

road, horses and wagons replaced by  

mobile homes, but there are fewer places 

to stop and fewer places where they are 

welcome. With insufficient government 

designated sites, Travellers frequently make 

use of public “common land” and private 

fields. Some Travellers live in houses and 

appear settled, yet a house is seen only as a 

stopping place between journeys, whether it 

lasts twenty days or twenty years. 

 
Wisdom Chronicles 

of right relationship with the Earth, 
the Sacred, and Community. 


